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LYTIC CYTOMEGALOVIRUS GENE EXPRESSION ANALYSIS USING RT-PCR
Terlizzi M.E., Bergallo M., Costa C., Sidoti F., Astegiano S., Sinesi F., Cavallo R. Results. Overall, 24/29 samples (82.8%) were positive for UL123 and UL54 transcripts; 11/29 (37.9%) for UL65, and 17/29 (58.6%) for UL99 transcript. Ten samples (34.5%) were positive for all the transcripts, while 4/29 (13.8%) samples were negative for all the transcripts. The pp65-antigaenemia assay was negative in 5 of 29 samples (17.2%), all of them viraemia-negative. Three of the pp-65 antigaenemia-negative samples (60%) were UL54 positive, one (20%) UL65 and UL99 positive. Conclusions. Our results confirm that during the course of infection UL123, UL54, UL65 and UL99 transcripts are expressed in vivo in circulating PMNL and detection of such transcripts could be useful for discriminating between viral latency and active replication with potential clinical and therapeutic implications. 
